CREEC Meeting

September 4, 2007

Minutes

The September meeting of CREEC was convened at 4 p.m. in Young Hall.

Members present were:  Judy Naumann, Ralph Schiefferle, Preston Miles, Malissa McAllister, Patrick Noltemeyer, Ann Young, Rose-Marie Roessler, Jamey Hester, Chris Barton.
Rose-Marie introduced Judy Naumann, who has reviewed our accounts as treasurer.

She noted that there is $2,944 in the Farmers Bank account and $9,079.31 in the Centre account.  She suggested we spend down the Centre money and open up either a savings or an interest bearing checking account for the other since the Centre money cannot be moved.  It was discussed to use the Centre money for big projects instead of matching money.

Rose-Marie reported that the Fair Booth area was not well attended.

Malissa mentioned the service-plunge for Centre students was on August 25th. One area had been cleared out of honeysuckle, the bridge was cleaned and received a coat of sealer, steps were built near the cross country course, perennials were planted, and trashed removed from the creek area.

She also reported that we were denied funds from the Hudson-Ellis fund for a trail connector and we have not yet heard from the Kodak Grant.

Preston mentioned the fact that the city park is near the creek at Batewood and we needed involvement of Parks and Recreation and the City.

Malissa and Preston walked the trail and presented a proposal from ecogro for dealing with invasive exotic species removal, riparian buffer enhancement, and identification of streamside assets prepared for us by Russ Turpin.  Positives would be that his group could clean more areas in less time.
Chris mentioned that the city might be upset if we bring in an outside firm for these responsibilities.  Patrick mentioned that if we pay an outside person, the city might do less.  We also discussed involvement of volunteers and if they could do some of the same things as ecogro on a work-day, thus involving more community members.  Malissa agreed to follow-up with Russ Turpin.

Malissa also mentioned she was working on the September newsletter, that the Dix Watershed Council is tracking 9 sites on Clark’s Run.  There has been raw sewage found 

near the railroad in the industrial area.  The city is reviewing a storm water fee to help begin the management efforts.

Rose-Marie noted that Centre student, Kim Hall, will continue her work with CREEC

Rose-Marie has also spoken to Brian Watts who is willing to work on our Web Site for approximate $500-600 initial set up and maintain it, when necessary for $55.00/hour.  Preston Miles made the motion to look into this, with Ralph seconding.  The group asked Rose-Marie to follow up with him.

Rose-Marie and Preston will attend the next Dix River Watershed Council Meeting.

It was noted that suggestions are being taken for articles for the Green Notes in the local newspaper.  Some possible suggestions were using canvas grocery bats and reusable mugs.

Malissa noted that the Ky. River Authority is once again offering watershed grants due the end of November.  We agreed to apply again.

Rose Marie noted the Centre APO service organization would like to have a work day at the Creek.  It was noted they could put another coat of sealer on the bridge and clear the area around the new trees in the BP/Triangle zone.  Patrick has tools they can use.

Malissa also passed out information on the Bluegrass Partnership for a Greener Community, Bluegrass Watershed Summit to be held on Tuesday, October 23rd at 6 p.m. at the Crossroads Christian Church in Lexington.  She feels it will be worthwhile to attend.  

The meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

The next CREEC meeting will be an open meeting on Tuesday, October 2nd at 6:30 p.m. at the United Way Office.  Rose-Marie and Malissa will work on an agenda.
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Ann Young

