CREEC

October 20, 2009
Minutes
Members in attendance: Malissa McAlister, Shawn Lyons, Preston Miles, Ann Young, Josh Morgan, Ralph Schiefferle, Rachel White, Rose-Marie Roessler, Kathy Wiggington, Laura Webb, Adam Johnson
1. Safe Routes to School Trail Grant -Malissa presented the following items:
- $102,000 grant for extension from current trail to Walnut Street, cross country course, and eastward along Clark’s Run

- met trail consultant from Third Rock Consultants, offering proposal to advise on trail construction and community education and involvement

- $7,500 line item in grant budget for Educational Campaign (“hire instructors and purchase materials”)
- We discussed the updated proposal from Third Rock and agreed it covered much more detail than the initial proposal. 

ACTION ITEM: Josh Morgan shared that the trail grant funding will not be available before May 2010 since it is not a stimulus grant. He will investigate funding through the city to hire Third Rock as consultants sooner than the grant funding will be available.

- Rose-Marie had spoken with Jody Lassiter last week about a trail/park in the Clark’s Run riparian area along Lebanon Rd on the Industrial Foundation property. Jody was very open to the idea. 

ACTION ITEM: Preston will follow up with Jody about the trail concept.

2. Clark’s Run Watershed Plan – Malissa discussed the following items:
- 4-year effort near completion following sampling and analysis by Third Rock

- multiple water quality concerns, including pathogens, habitat (inadequate riparian buffers), and nutrients (mainly below sewage treatment plant discharge), litter (mainly observed at Goggin Lane crossing)

- plan lists 7 objectives for improvement, which are associated with 15 recommended “Best Management Practices” and 29 Action Items

- many partners listed to accomplish action items, including CREEC- we will address some of these issues soon (hopefully at the general meeting in November.
- Clark’s Run Watershed Plan Overview online at http://www.dixriverwatershed.org/pdf/Clarks%20Run%20Watershed%20Brief.pdf 

- We applaud Third Rock for a thorough job on the watershed and will assist with the recommended management measures to improve Clark’s Run.
3. CREEC Assistance –Rose-Marie discussed the following:
- Centre College Bonner student, Laura Webb, assigned to help creek (approx. 10 hrs/week).  We welcome Laura and look forward to her help.
- Malissa submitted an application for Americorps/VISTA Watershed Coordinator to assist with Clark’s Run and Hanging Fork Watershed Plan activities. She has spoken with Lincoln County who will officially sponsor this volunteer. Rachel White has offered low cost housing. This volunteer may be available by February and would assist with the septic system education project.
- Rose-Marie recommended Shana Storz to implement the Septic System Education Project (funded by Kentucky River Authority, grant project should be completed by June 2010). 

ACTION ITEM: Rose-Marie will contact Shana and discuss this opportunity with her.
4. CREEC Board / Membership

A CREEC Community Meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 17th at 7:00 p.m. to:

· announce the trail grant, 
· announce the Earth Day Festival (Saturday, April 24th at Millenium Park)
· present the findings of the Clark’s Run Watershed Plan
· present the new storm water management projects the city will begin to implement in December 
· invite members to become board members and assist with the planning and implementation of these activities

ACTION ITEMS: Rose-Marie will check on the availability of Inter-County’s Community Room for the meeting (if not available, then United Way room).  Laura Webb will produce a flyer to announce this meeting. The flyer will be sent by email to our current membership and by mail to the landowners along Clark’s Run and the landowners near the city’s planned storm water projects.
Ann and Patrick will provide refreshments for this meeting
Josh will provide trail maps for this meeting and will ask CDP Engineers to do a short presentation during the meeting about the stormwater projects.
Malissa will list the actions recommended by the watershed plan that CREEC should implement. This will provide a basis for discussion at this meeting and allow members to take action.
5. Earth Day Celebration 


- will be held at Millennium Park on Saturday, April 24th 

ACTION ITEM: Shawn will check with Parks and Recreation about the date and possible use of the Rotary Shelter for the event.
- Centre College’s Service Plunge is scheduled for April 24th. We will discuss this with Patrick Noltemeyer to coordinate our efforts with Centre volunteers.

ACTION ITEM: Shawn and Laura will work on acquiring the raffle item, door prizes and freebies
- Other events suggested were a fun run (hospital might sponsor this), an inflatable slide (from Party Source?), painting a rain barrel and raffling it
- Josh stated that John Drake has been interested in having trees planted in the park. ACTION ITEM: Shawn will discuss this with John as a possible project for the Earth Day event. 
- More music was suggested
6.  CREEC Officers and Board Membership: Rose-Marie nominated Preston Miles as president, the motion was seconded by Rachel White and all voted in favor. Preston Miles is now officially the new president of CREEC!
7.  Other: 
Malissa shared that there are several grants available through Bluegrass PRIDE, including a Community Grant, Environmental Education Grant and Educator Workshop Grant.  A native plant beautification grant is available through PRIDE and the Transportation Cabinet.  The application is due by December 4th, and Josh suggested that CREEC would be the best party to apply for this.  Would need to coordinate efforts with city/county to identify ideal roadside location.  Entrances to cities or counties are preferred.  The Lebanon Road entrance to Danville was suggested as a possible location.  (More info on grants is available at http://www.kentuckypride.com/Grants.htm.  
